What we do know
· The play area is listed in the asset register of Billinge Chapel End Parish Council as:
· Land: “Dam Slacks Play Area – Rainford Road” acquired (or “Location Date acquired”) 1980, value £3,250. billingeparishcouncil.gov.uk
· Play equipment: “Dam Slacks Play Area – play equipment – Rainford Road” acquired 1996, original valuation £14,873. billingeparishcouncil.gov.uk
· There is a recent quotation (dated 24/09/2025) for refurbishing / installing play equipment at the site from a manufacturer (“Wicksteed”) for the site “Dam Slacks Play Area”. billingeparishcouncil.gov.uk+1
· The local authority (St Helens Borough Council) has a defined process for reporting fly-tipping in the Borough: residents can report incidents via their online service or by phone (01744 676789). St Helens Borough Council+1

⚠️ Gaps / Further investigation required
· Full boundary / ownership details: Although the Parish Council asset register lists the land, it doesn’t show a detailed boundary map or clarify if the Parish Council is the sole owner, or if there are other bordering landowners or trusts involved.
· Liaison with other organisations: You mentioned an action to “liaise with the Eddleston Trust and Taurus Housing Association” (or “Taurus”) — I couldn’t find public records directly connecting those organisations with the Dam Slacks site in the web search. It would be useful to check meeting minutes, correspondence, or local trust/association records for any involvement.
· Safety and improvement options: The plant inspection report (site: Dam Slacks Playing Field) dated December 2024 flags various issues: e.g., swings and other equipment showing corrosion/rot, perimeter fencing damaged/holed, “direct access to main road beyond the park gate” with recommendation for “calming measures” and improved signage. billingeparishcouncil.gov.uk This supports the need for safety improvements but doesn’t yet tie into a full improvement plan (e.g., preventing fly-tipping, landscaping, park enhancement).
· Fly-tipping history and prevention: While the Council’s general fly-tipping policy is clear, I found no specific data or record of fly-tipping incidents at this site in my search. It may require local enquiry (Council records, ward councillors, site inspection) to determine the magnitude of the issue at Dam Slacks.
· Improvement options analysis: The quotation shows specific equipment upgrade costs, but as yet no public statement of design options for the surrounding park area, enhancements (beyond equipment) or a full strategic plan for the site (e.g., landscaping, safety fencing, community use).



🔍 Suggested next steps
To fulfil the action from the meeting you described, you might consider the following actions:
1. Obtain land/ownership boundary plan
· Request from the Parish Council or the Borough Council a current boundary map of the land for Dam Slacks (Land Registry, title plan).
· Check if any part is leased or second-party involvement (e.g., if Eddleston Trust or Taurus have any stake or interest).
· Confirm who holds responsibility for what (e.g., Parish Council, Borough Council, any other party).
2. Liaise with relevant organisations
· Contact the Eddleston Trust and Taurus Housing Association to ask if they have involvement, interest, or potential partnership opportunities with the site.
· Arrange a meeting or joint site visit to understand if they can contribute (funding, management, community usage).
· Identify any community or resident groups that may also be stakeholders (residents’ associations around Rainford Road / Billinge).
3. Safety audit and site condition review
· Use the December 2024 inspection report to generate a list of safety issues (equipment corrosion/rot, fencing damage, access risks).
· Consider commissioning a full site safety audit (including boundary security, lighting, signage, surface conditions, accessibility).
· From that, develop a costed improvement plan.
4. Fly-tipping prevention plan
· Ask the Borough Council for local data on fly-tipping incidents at or adjacent to the site (to establish baseline incident rate).
· Consider preventative measures: e.g., signage “no dumping”, improved lighting/CCTV, community‐watch, reinforced boundary fencing, bins/clearance schedule.
· Tie into Council’s fly-tipping enforcement policy. St Helens Borough Council+1
5. Park enhancement for residents
· Beyond play equipment, consider wider enhancements: seating, landscaping, planting, paths, lighting, multi-use area (maybe for teens/adults), community art, nature features.
· Work with Parish Council and/or Borough Council to source funding (grants, S106, community funds).
· Develop a phased programme: short-term safety fix, medium-term equipment upgrade (already quoted), longer-term park improvement.
6. Document and monitor progress
· Create a project timeline with responsibilities (who will do what, by when) for: boundary check, liaison, safety audit, fly-tipping prevention, park improvements.
· Provide updates in the Council/Parish minutes so the action from the meeting is tracked and visible to the community.
